Richard Felciano

LONTANO

for harp and piano

Commissioned by Anne Adams



In composing Lontano (Italian: far away), I wes attracted to
the common acoustical basis of the harp and the piano, most especially
the decay characteristics of plucked and siruck strings and their
attendant psychological implications of nearness and distance.
Auditory cues for distance are timbral, as well, and in some passages

the musical discourse is purposely restricted to a timbral exchange

“between the two instruments using the same pitch material in over-

lapping decays. While the mode of vibrating may be similar, the

mode of attack for piano and harp strings is vastly different (struck

versus plucked, strummed, etc.) and provides an important dialectic

as the work evolves.

Lontano was commissioned by Anne Adams and completed in January

January 1986.

Richard Pelciano

Performance instructions

Accidentals carry through the measure and across barlines unless
otherwise indicated.

Piano:
Pedal only where indicated Ped..— 5 bold pedal down
Ped. = damper pedal continuously till release is indicated
Ped. II = sostenuto pedal 1 . .
abel gt
+ muffle with finger between peg and damper; % SLrings vith

bits of tape for easy identification, if necessary

Harp:
Harmonics sound one octave bigher than written

IH = left hand RH = right hand
LV = let vibrate to nothing unless a muffle sign is encountered

near the sound-~-board

with the fingernail

nuffle a specific note

total muffle

Wﬂﬂ‘ﬂn’ﬂ

Other signs from Salzedo
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