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Lumen for soprano and organ

program note

Accounts of the "after-life,” or, more precisely, of the experience of dying, have
come to us in increasing numbers in recent years. People declared medically
dead have regained consciousness and sometimes health and have described
those moments when life seemed to be leaving the body. There are several
themes common to these stories: the presence of predeceased loved ones, the
presence of a god-like figure, the sensation of floating above one's own body,
and the sensation of an intense and all-pervading light.

The last of these sensations bears a striking similarity to a passage near the end
of Dante's Paradiso which is paraphrased in the center section of Lumen, the
only section to use a text. The rest is a wild, scintillating, joyful vocalise, a jubilus
at the moment of death in which the singer is lost in the pulsating brilliance of
the light's spectral formations.

I dared to look into that light
5o long that my sight was consumed by it!
In its depth I saw all the elements of the universe
fused together by love
into a single light!

Dante



PERFORMANCE INSTRUCTIONS—=Voice (continued)
Groups indicate phrase and stress, not an irregular

A iy equal values,
division of the beat.
Fh Fe
divisions of the beat.
A11 staccato notes should be very short regardlessvof note-value- .
B i ) e ] LT e " the “latter's
organ, especially A ability to make
"Egpressivo" dynamics should be

In general, the voice should imitate'the
used only where indicated. Articulate pitch and vowel change abruptly.

when accompanied by a numeral, groups“indicate'irregular (non-duple)
. e

.

clear, abrupt changes of pitch and timbre.
o==—_"___ crescendo smoothly, starting from silence.
as Tast as'possible, sing random pitches ih the highest possible
register (simulate high-speed tape voices; include rendom consonants,

such as b-d-b-g if it helps to articulate the pitches). ‘
5 The starting
pitch should not be verceptible as such but as the point of departure for the gliss.

A1l glissandi are rhythmic and are measured from the starting pitch.
Portamento = "glissando" in the traditional manner, sliding away from the pitch

only at the end of the note-value.

the piece)

The

Organ

I swell (open unless otherwise indicated) (swell action is not essential to

great

11
III positiv ' '

A1l staccato notes should be played very short, regardless of note-value.
not-uncommon tendency among orgenists to lengthen first or last notes of staccato

groups should be rigorously avoided.
mixed (black and white key) cluster in the range indicated.

s{Pa,uly (auqzr R0 staccats . Ld‘-? eua-\?l,
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i
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PERFORMANCE INSTRUCTIONS

General

carey across bat lines and
Acmdentals,\are valid throughout a measure, brace, or figure unless cancelled.

A

4 vertical dotted line indicates a coincidence of parts.

timme: A slash through a group of notes indicates thot the zroup should
| !\I 1 be performed as fast =s cossible. (AFAP)

Voice

The voice part uses symbols of the International Phonetic Association. Where
capital letters occur, they refer to actual English language words and pronunciation.

V) 00 as in moon h as in ho
o o n . Pr, rose, beau 1 ee " " sgee
59  aw " 0" jaw e " Fr. parlé
r Italian r (rosa) €  eh ™" technical
m " " mother U " foot
A wh " on cup Y mon Fr. flfite, G. friih
b won bow g non Fr. fin, pain
d "M dog = " Fr. voila
z nou zebra (1 * "  Fr. fond, ombre
I v o nit ce "' PFr. ceeur, G. kBnnen
S "o simple S v first
Q ah " father P w o pepper
£ - tent
;E voiced consonant, unpitched r voiced consonant, pitched
_— spoken moans always in the low register (descending gliss., diminuendo)

WR
®

3

spoken glissando in the rhythm indicated

tongue trill, Italian r
+/ o
J m J mute: uncover (©) and cover (¥) the mouth with

5 the handy vary the speed of the hand as indicated

> tongue click at the side and rear of mouth

N
5
L gy

simulteneous hum and tongue click (as in South African folk music)

t b as high or as low as possible

£ spoken
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